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October 2008 will be remembered for lacking severe weather events and also lacking any heavy 

precipitation events, in stark contrast to September 2008. In fact, there wasn't a single calendar day in 

Grand Rapids, Lansing or Muskegon for which an inch or more of precipitation was reported. 

Temperatures averaged above five to ten degrees below normal during the first week of October, prior 

to a significant warmup during the second week. In fact temperatures averaged approximately ten to 

twenty degrees above normal from the 11th through the 13th. Temperatures returned to fairly close to 

normal for the majority of the second half of the month, although a brief cold snap occurred on the 27th 

and 28th. 

A convective event on the 26th resulted in numerous reports of a quarter to half inch diameter hail, and 

isolated reports of hail to near three quarters of an inch in diameter. It was also windy on the 26th, and 

numerous coastal observation sites near Lake Michigan had wind gusts to around 50 mph. Peak wind 

gusts of around 40 to 50 mph were also reported on the 14th. 

The graphics below (courtesy Midwest Regional Climate Center) show statewide temperature and 

precipitation trends for October 2008. 

 


